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In expressing sentential negation in Tashlhit, the particle ur is obligatory and is 
thus treated in Omari’s (2001) syntactic treatment of negation as the head of NegP 
(for the constituent negative phrase, see the basic references in Omari). The 
obligatoriness of the negative particle shows that the basic ranking in (2iii) holds in 
Tashlhit, as the constraint tableau below shows, which accounts for the syntactic 
expression of negation. From now on, all our candidates will be provided in third 
person singular since this form is the most revealing as far as the expression of 
morphological negation is concerned. 
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A short note on the tableau convention in OT is in order, an example of which is (I). 
The input structure is given in the leftmost top cell in tableaux, while the 
constraints are given in the first row immediately after the input. Constraint 
ranking in tableaux is indicated by putting the dominating constraint to the left of 
the dominated one and separating the two by a solid line. A dotted line in a tableau 
indicates that the two constraints it separates are not ranked with respect to each 
other, no matter what the order of the constraints. In the text, crucial ranking is 
indicated by the symbol “»” between the two constraints and absence of crucial 
ranking is indicated by a comma between the two constraints. The candidates to be 
assessed are provided immediately below the input structure. The star “*” in a cell 
indicates that the candidate in question incurs a violation of the constraint in 
question and “*!” indicates fatal violation. The optimal candidate is pointed at by 
the symbol “�”. 
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