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Amazigh has received varying levels of interest in the Arab heritage works written during the
Middle Ages, especially works of historical, geographical, hagiographical, jurisprudential, and
biographical nature. This paper is meant to shed light on the fashion in which the Amazigh
language is portrayed and addressed in some of these resources. We shall focus on two basic
issues. The first is the status of the Amazigh language during the reign of some ruling families,
such as the emirates of Barghawata and Ghomra, as well as the States of Almoravids, Almohads,
and the Marinids. The second is the attention paid to this language by the learned elite, through
five examples, namely Al-Bakri, Al-Baydag, Al-1drisi, Ibn Khaldun, and Al-Ouazzan.

Key Words : Amazigh language — Middle Ages — emirates and ruling families — learned elite

La langue amazighe était au centre d’intérét accordé des sources arabes du Moyen Age, en
particulier les ouvrages d’histoire, de géographie, d’hagiographie, de jurisprudence et de
biographie. Cet article vise a porter un éclairage sur la maniére dont la langue amazighe est
représentée et abordée dans certaines desdites sources. Il traite deux questions fondamentales.
La premiere concerne le statut de la langue amazighe au temps des émirats de Bourghawata et
de Ghomara mais aussi des dynasties almoravide, almohade et mérinide. La seconde porte, a
travers cingq exemples, sur l'intérét qu’accordent a cette langue savants comme Al-Bakri, Al-
Baydag, Al-Idrisi, Ibn Khaldun et Al-Ouazzan.

Mots clés : Langue amazighe — Moyen Age — émirats et familles régnantes — élite savante
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