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Abstract

The intricacy of intensive aorist (IA) verb morphology is 
a time-honored problem in Tashlhit morphology studies 
(see Bensoukas, 2006)- an intricacy that is characteristic 
of other Amazigh varieties as well. The traditional 
approach to the disparate array of IA facts consists in a 
pure taxonomy of verb classes and the alternations each 
exhibits (e.g. Basset, 1929, 1952). Verbs are typically 
divided into three to five major classes depending 
on the process(es) they exhibit: (i) prefixal or infixal 
gemination in bisegmental and trisegmental verbs (krz/
kkrz ‘plow’- mgr/mggr ‘harvest’), (ii) tt-prefixation (ffi/
ttffi ‘pour’), and (iii) vowel insertion (skr/skar ‘do’). 
This allomorphy is further complicated by the fact that 
vowel insertion may occur in tandem with the other two 
processes (gn/ggan ‘sleep’; knkr/ttknkar ‘pick a bone’) 

and be coupled with vowel copying (azzl/ttazzal ‘run’- 
bikks/ttbikkis ‘wear a belt’- ggunzr/ttgunzur ‘have a 
nosebleed’).

More serious attempts at explaining IA morphology 
have been made, which fall in two divergent trends. 
The first trend focuses just on the geminating verbs 
and strives with the predictability of which segment 
geminates (e.g. Dell and Elmedlaoui, 1985; Jebbour, 
1996). The analyses in this trend have one thing in 
common: they show the predictability of the process 
involved on the basis of a neat classification of verbs, 
and accordingly do not differ in essence from traditional 
ones. The second trend tries to elucidate the allomorphy 
characterizing the IA morpheme (Bensoukas, 2001; 
Dell and Elmedlaoui, 1991; Lahrouchi, 2008, 2010; 
MacBride, 2004), but they do so in different ways. For 
example, Dell and Elmedlaoui (1991) adopt a lexical 
approach to the allomorphy, assigning geminating 
verbs and tt-prefixing verbs to special classes in the 
lexicon. A quite different approach is that in Bensoukas 
(2001), which proposes a unifying analysis in which 
the underlying morpheme is an abstract consonantal 
mora (Lombardi and McCarthy, 1991; Samek-Lodovici, 
1993; and more recently Zimmerman, 2017) realized 
as a tt- prefix, a geminate or simply a “zero” allomorph. 
In all approaches, however, the “zero” allomorphy, if 
recognized as such in the first place, has not received 
proper explanation.

The aim of this talk is to put the pieces of IA morphology 
puzzle together in a unifying analysis that extends 
to the “zero” allomorphy. My analysis is couched in 
Optimality Theory (Prince and Smolensky, 1993/2004; 
McCarthy and Prince, 1993, 1995, 1999). I take as a 
point of departure the analysis in Bensoukas (2001) and 
conceive of IA morphology as consisting of a simple 
prefixation operation. The vowel insertion that IA 
forms exhibit is not considered a purely morphological 
operation but rather an augmentation process driven 
by prosodic factors. The affix itself is an abstract 
consonantal mora that is realized as external/internal 
gemination or tt-prefixation. Cases where tt-prefixation 
is expected but does not apply consist mainly of 
verbs with the causative prefix (s)s- and some simple 
verbs that align with these (Bensoukas, 2012, 2014). 
The picture that emerges is then one in which the 
alternants of the IA morpheme are: (i) prefixal or infixal 
gemination, (ii) tt-prefixation, and (iii) haplology (or 
morphological dissimilation).



Recent publications

Bensoukas, K. (2012a), “The Morphophonology of 
Tashlhit Agentive Nouns”, in Langues et Littératures 
n°22, pp.103-136.

Bensoukas, K. (2012b), “Morphological Haplology in 
Amazigh”, in Asinag n°7, pp.151-171.

Bensoukas, K. and A. Boudlal. (2012a), “The Prosody 
of Moroccan Amazigh and Moroccan Arabic: 
Similarities in the Phonology of Schwa”, in 
Borowsky, T. et al. (eds.), Prosody Matters: Essays in 
Honor of Lisa Selkirk, pp.3-42. London: Equinox.

Bensoukas, K. and A. Boudlal. (2012b), “An Amazigh 
Substratum in Moroccan Arabic: The Prosody of 
Schwa”, in Langues et Littératures n°22, pp.179-
221.

Bensoukas, K. (2013), “The Morphology and Syntax 
of Negation in Amazigh: Synchronic Variation 
and Diachronic Change”, in Boumalk, A. and R. 
Laabdelaoui (eds.), Faits de Syntaxe Amazighe, 
pp.37-53. Rabat: IRCAM Publications.

Bensoukas, K. (2014), Featural Dissimilation in Tashlhit- 
Avoiding the Repetition of [labial] and [round]. 
Rabat: Publications of FLSH, Rabat.

Bensoukas, K. (2015a), “Issues in the Morpho-syntax 
of bu-nouns in Tashlhit”, in Jarmouni, H. and S. 
Moukrim (eds.), Etudes et recherches en linguistique 
et littérature amazighes: la mesure du sens et le 
sens de la mesure”. Actes du Colloque international 
organisé en hommage au Professeur Miloud Taifi, 
pp.111-130, FLSH Saïs-Fès.

Bensoukas, K. (2015b), “Expressing Ownership in 
Tashlhit : Phrasal Affix(ation) vs. Bound Word 
(hood)”, in Asinag n°10, pp.11-38.

Bensoukas, K. (2015c), “Book Review- Manuel 
de Conjugaison Amazighe (adlis n usfti n 
tmazivt)”, in Asinag n°10, pp.71-80.

Bensoukas, K. (2015d), “Amazigh Negative Verb 
Morphology- How Far does the Variation Go?”, 
in Brill’s Journal of Afro-Asiatic Languages and 
Linguistics 7.2, pp.211-278.

Bensoukas, K. (2015e), “bu-nouns in Tashlhit- An Oft-
overlooked Complex Morpho-syntactic Corpus”, in 
Corpus n°14, pp.165-188.

Bensoukas, K. (2016a), “bu-nouns in Moroccan 
Amazigh and Moroccan Arabic: A Case of 
Borrowing?”, in Boudlal, A. et al. (eds.) Proceedings 
of the3rd International Conference on Cultures 
and Languages in Contact, pp.481-507. El Jadida: 
Publications of FLSH.

Bensoukas, K. (2016b), “Digital Learning Resource 
Development and Flipped Learning- Innovative 
Teaching of “Introductory Phonetics”, in Languages 
and Linguistics n°38, pp.73-92. (Erguig, R. (ed.), 
Promoting a Culture of Innovativeness in English 
Studies in Moroccan Higher Education).

Bensoukas, K. (2017a), “No Schwas in Amazigh Open 
Syllables: Why the Mismatch?”, in Allati, A. (ed.), 
Auréoles Berbères Mélanges Michael Peyron, 
pp.209-226, Köln: Rüdiger Köppe Verlag.

Bensoukas, K. (2017b), “The ‘Teacher-Developer’ as a 
Target of Professional Development- Undergraduate 
Introductory Linguistics as an Example”, in 
Proceedings of the 2nd International Conference on 
Professional Development and Reflective Teaching. 
FLSH, Meknes.

Bensoukas, K., F. El Hamdi and Z. Ziani (2017), 
“The Morphology of French Loan-infinitives: A 
Comparison of Moroccan Arabic and Moroccan 
Amazigh”,  in Erguig, R. et al. (eds.), Cultures and 
Languages in Contact IV, pp. 499-519. El Jadida: 
Publications of FLSH.

Papers in press

Bensoukas, K. (2013), “Schwa as a Non-moraic Vowel 
in Amazigh: An Optimality-Theoretic Account”, to 
appear in Mother Tongues and Linguistics (Festschrift 
to Jilali Saib). Rabat: Publications of FLHS, Rabat.

Bensoukas, K. (2014), “A Change in Progress in Tashlhit 
Morphology- The Neutralization of Negative 
Inflection”, to appear in Bayreuth-Frankfurt-
Leiden Kolloquium zur Berberologie “Etudes sur 

la linguistique historique Berbère” n°8. Universität 
Bayreuth, Germany.

Bensoukas, K. (2016a), “Against the Consonantal Root 
in Tashlhit”, to appear in Asinag n°13.

Bensoukas, K. (2016b), “id-Pluralization in Tashlhit: 
Definitely not a Root-and-Pattern Morphology!”, 
to appear in Proceedings of the Study Days “La 
categorization grammaticale en amazighe”, CAL/
IRCAM, Rabat- November 10-11, 2016.

Bensoukas, K. (2016c), “Degemination as Identity 
Avoidance: Tashlhit Intensive Aorist Verb Forms”, 
Mélanges en hommage au Professeur Ahmed 
Boukous. 

Edited collections

Bensoukas, K. and A. Boudlal (eds.) (2006/2007), 
Languages and Linguistics- Volume 18/19- Issues in 
Moroccan Linguistics: Papers in Optimality Theory.

Bensoukas, K. (2012). (Guest editor), Langues et 
Littératures- Volume 22- Amazigh Linguistics- An 
Optimality-Theoretic Perspective. 

Boumalk, A. and K. Bensoukas (eds.) (to appear). 
Asinag- Volume 13- La Racine dans les Langues 
Chamito-sémitiques : Nature et Fonctions.

Bensoukas, K. and A. Ech-charfi (2017) (eds.) (in 
preparation). Arabic-Amazigh Language Contact 
Phenomena (Special issue of International Journal 
of Arabic Linguistics).

Translation

Boukous, A. (2011), Revitalisation de la langue 
amazighe : Défis, enjeux et stratégies. [Revitalizing 
the Amazigh Language: Stakes, challenges, and 
strategies.] Rabat: IRCAM publications. 


